
MARKETPLACES:
Food systems and Public Life

for
Urban Agriculture in the 21st Century,

Valencia Spain

ALFONSO MORALES, PhD
Professor of Planning and Landscape Architecture

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MADISON



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS

• ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

• SALVADOR LOPEZ GALARZA

• THANKS

• THE UNIVERSITAT POLITÉCNICA DE

VALÈNCIA,

• CHLOE GREEN WITH THESE SLIDES…

2



MARKETPLACES AND
MULTI-FACETED FOOD SYSTEMS

TODAY I WILL EXEMPLIFY THE 

(RE)NASCENT UTILITY OF 

URBAN FOOD PRODUCTION 

AND DISTRIBUTION. 

FIRST, SOME HISTORY OF 

MARKETS AND TRADE AND 

URBAN AGRICULTURE 
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MARKETPLACES AND
MULTI-FACETED FOOD SYSTEMS

SECOND, DESCRIBE RESEARCH ON 

MARKETPLACE PROCESSES AND 

OUTCOMES

AND RETHINKING FOOD SYSTEMS 
IN SPAIN.



MARKETPLACES AND 
MULTI-FACETED FOOD SYSTEMS

THIRD, RELEASING THE 

ENERGY OF SOCIETY 

THROUGH PUBLIC POLICY



MARKETPLACES SUPPORT

MULTIPLE ACTIVITIES

• ECONOMIC

• POLITICAL

• SOCIAL

• HEALTH



HOW HAVE THESE FOUR FACTORS CHANGED 
OVER TIME AND –

HOW ARE THEY EXPRESSED IN DIFFERENT WAYS?



POLITICAL STRUGGLES…

• WHO WAS MOHAMED 

BOUAZIZI?

• REGULATION OF 

VARIOUS KINDS  

MATTERS –

• IN THE U.S. WE HAVE 

AN INTERESTING 

HISTORY OF 

REGULATION
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RECENT HISTORY…IMPACTS ON MARKETS -
AND THE EMERGENCE OF NEW RETAIL…
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OUR MOMENT…

Marketplaces

De-Legitimized 

But they go on…

Economic forms

Politically (re)legitimized 

Re-emergent

concerns with

Immigration,

Employment,

Health and etc.



MARKETS/URBAN AGRICULTURE –
CONTEMPORARY PRACTICES

• PROMOTING REGULATORY CHANGE

• COMPOSTING

• PUBLIC MARKETS

• URBAN AGRICULTURE

• EMPIRICAL WORK IN SUPPORT OF 
POLICY CHANGE

• NEW YORK CITY VENDORS

• URBAN AGRICULTURE IN KANSAS 
CITY



COMMUNITY FOOD FRAMEWORK 
DEVELOPED AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



COMMUNITY FOOD FRAMEWORK 
DEVELOPED AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



URBAN AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS 
AROUND THE UNITED STATES



WILLIAMSON WEST VIRGINIA

• PROBLEM AND 

PURPOSES…

• ORGANIZATIONS 

USING MARKETS
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WILLIAMSON WEST VIRGINIA

• USES SOCIAL MEDIA

• BRANDS ACTIVITIES

• SUPPORTS MILITARY 
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CHICAGO, IL
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LOS ANGELES, CA - CHICAGO, IL
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

• PROBLEM AND 

PURPOSES…

• ORGANIZATIONS 

USING MARKETS
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

• CORNER STORE 

WORK

• WORK WITH 

FOOD POLICY 

COUNCILS
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CULTIVATE KANSAS 

CITY
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KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI



KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

CULTIVATE KANSAS 

CITY
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MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

NEAR WESTSIDE

FARMER’S MARKET
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CIUDAD LUGO, GALICIA, SPAIN

LUGO DESIRED TO 

REINVIGORATE 

THEIR REGIONAL 

FOOD SYSTEM
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CIUDAD LUGO, GALICIA, SPAIN

PROCESS:

• DATA 

COLLECTION 

AND 

• INTERVIEWS
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SUMMING UP THESE EXAMPLES
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BONUS EXAMPLE!
METRICS AND INDICATORS FOR IMPACT

HOW DO WE MEASURE WHAT WE THINK WE KNOW?

• METRICS AND INDICATORS FOR IMPACT

http://mifimarkets.org/


MIFIMARKETS.ORG



HOSPITALS AND FOOD SYSTEMS



REGIONAL FOOD CONNECTIONS:
IMPLICATIONS FOR HEALTH

• HEALTH MEANS INDIVIDUAL AND ECONOMIC

• UNDERSTANDING ORGANIZATIONAL PRACTICES

• AND THE ORGANIZATION’S INTERESTS

• CAN LEAD TO DISTINCT BUT MUTUALLY ADVANTAGEOUS GOALS

• FARMERS EARN REVENUE, HOSPITALS PROMOTE HEALTH AND 

COMMUNITY WELL-BEING



THANKS VERY MUCH FOR HAVING ME!

PHD STUDENT, 1990

NORTHWESTERN

PRIZES!

QUESTIONS?!


